
Register Plus
and the WebRegMT alert service

An introductory guide



Everything you need to know 
before your start
What is Register Plus?

What can Register Plus do for you?

What is in Register Plus?

What is the “WebRegMT alert service”?

Register Plus is the place where the EPO stores 
all the publicly available information it has on 
European patent applications as they pass through 
the grant procedure. It is a free service available on 
the internet at www.epoline.org

You can use Register Plus to:
■ fi nd out what stage in the procedure a European 
 patent application has reached
■ see if a European patent application has been 
 granted, or will be granted soon
■ check whether any oppositions to a European 
 patent have been fi led
■ read the correspondence between the EPO and  
 the patent applicant/attorney.

Register Plus contains procedural information on 
all European patent applications from the moment 
they are published. 

It also contains all the public documents in the 
EPO’s fi le (often called the “fi le wrapper”). 

If you are interested in tracking specifi c European 
patent applications, you can sign up for the free 
WebRegMT alert service, which will automatically 
send you an e-mail alert every time something 
happens to any of these applications in the course 
of the grant procedure.



Published and edited by European Patent Offi ce, Vienna, Austria  © EPO 2007   All rights reserved

Where to fi nd what you need

Contains bibliographic and procedural status 
information, plus the fi le history 
("Show history" button).
 

Shows the most important legal events in the 
European procedure, plus any information 
available to us on the fate of the European 
patent once it passes in the responsibility of 
the designated states following grant.

Lists events for the current fi le in chronological 
order.
 

List of documents found during the patentability 
search for the European patent application or 
cited by the applicant. 
 

Displays a list of patent documents from around 
the world that are linked to the European patent 
application by a common priority number.
 

Shows a complete list of the contents of the fi le 
at the EPO, together with links that open each 
document in the viewer.

About this fi le

Legal Status

Event History

Citations

Patent Family

All Documents

Register Plus is divided into a number of different 
sections, each one giving you access to a different 
type of information about the application you are 
interested in.



Getting started

Select the category you wish 
to search in and enter your 
search term in the adjacent 
window. 
Then click on “Search”.

Searching for 
procedural data

First go to www.epoline.org. Click on the “Register Plus” button in 
the toolbar. This will take you to the simple search screen.

Using the “Back” button 
Using the “Back” button in your internet browser will not always 
return you to the previous page. We recommend that you use 
the “Open recent” feature to return to one of the previous fi les you 
have viewed.

Simple search
Click on the “Advanced search” button 
to open up the advanced search 
interface.

Advanced search

The advanced search interface 
gives you a choice of three 
search windows. You can enter 
up to four search terms in each 
window, combining them with 
“OR” or “AND”.



Looking at the results

If your search produces more than one hit, the results will appear 
in a list on your screen. Just click on the title to see the details of any 
application that interests you.

Tip: If you want to see the 
patent application itself, 
click on “Open in esp@cenet”

When you open an application, the current status and the most 
recent event are displayed at the top of the page. Then come 
details of the patent application, followed by information on the 
procedure so far.

For example, if you see an entry saying “Communication of intention 
to grant the patent”, you know that a granted patent can be 
expected within a few months. You can read the text of the patent in 
the form in which it will be granted by inspecting the fi le in the “All 
documents” section. 



Inspecting fi les

To inspect the fi le for a particular 
patent application, simply click 
on the “All documents” button in 
the Register Plus results view.

T0 print a document you have 
opened, click on the “Print” button 
in the PDF toolbar. 

When a document is opened, 
only the fi rst page is displayed. 
If you want to see or print all the 
pages, click on “Load all pages”.

A new screen will appear, listing all the documents in the 
public part of the fi le. Click on the document title to open it 
in PDF format.

Download
If you do not want to view the document on screen, you can 
download it for later use. To do this, click the checkbox next to 
the title of the document

then click on 

and save it to your preferred location.



The WebRegMT 
alert service
Enrolment
If you are new to the WebRegMT alert service, 
you will have to enrol for:
- a username and password or
- a smart card.
To do this, go to www.epoline.org and click 
on the link at the bottom of the right-hand 
column.

Monitored fi les
You can monitor up to 1 000 cases per e-mail account. When you use 
WebRegMT for the fi rst time, the “Monitored fi les” view will be 
empty. To add a fi le you want to monitor, just click the “Add” button 
and enter the application or publication number. You can also add 
a fi le reference or description if you wish.

Then click “Save”.

How do I know a fi le has changed?
There are two ways of fi nding out whether a fi le you are monitoring 
has changed:
- by e-mail alert: click on     

                  
 and tick the box “E-mail notifi cation”
- by logging on to WebRegMT and clicking on the “Changed fi les” 
 button.

Viewing changes
The changes themselves are not listed in WebRegMT, but in Register 
Plus under “most recent event”.  To see the most recent event for 
a given fi le, simply click on the application number in the e-mail alert 
you receive or in the “Changed fi les” list.

Once you have enrolled, log in via www.epoline.org and then
click on the WebRegMT link.
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